DO NOT WRITE ON THIS BOOKLET
Read the situation described below and use it to complete the assignment that follows.
The Situation
The Government of Canada is considering a bill to reinstate capital punishment. In deciding whether to accept the bill, the Government has invited concerned individuals to make their views known. You have considered information and opinions from a variety of sources (see the pages following). After considering the advantages and disadvantages of the bill, you have reached a decision. You now need to write a persuasive letter to your MP, Diana Lee, that clearly develops your position.
The Assignment
[bookmark: _GoBack]Write a letter that will persuade your Ms. Lee either to ACCEPT or REJECT the bill to reinstate capital punishment.
In preparing your letter, BE SURE TO
•	 study the information on the following pages
•	 consider your purpose and audience
•	 present a clear argument that explains the reasons behind your decision
•	 use an appropriate tone
Remember that you must clearly and directly choose either to accept or to reject the bill. Use the business letter example on the following page to guide you in your formatting.
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‘The death penalty legitimizes an
irreversible act of violence by the state
and will inevitably claim innocent
victims. As long as human justice

remains fallible, the risk of executing
the innocent can never be eliminated

Amnesty International
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1f we execute murderers and there.
fact no deterrent effect, we have killed a
bunch of murderers. If we fail to
execute murderers, and doing so would
in fact have deterred other murders, we
have allowed the killing of a bunch of

nnocent victims. I would much rather
risk the former. This, to me, is not a
tough call.

John McAdams: Marquette
University, Department of Political
Science
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Executions, especially where they are
ul, humiliating, and public, may
create a sense of horror that would
prevent others from being tempted to
commit similar crimes...

-..In our day death is usually
administered in private by relatively
painless means, such as injections of
drugs, and to that extent it may be less
effective as a deterrent. Sociological
evidence on the deterrent effect of the
death penalty as currently practiced is
ambiguous, conflicting, and far from
probative.

Avery Cardinal Dulles, Catholicism
and Capital Punishment, First
Things 2001
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In the USA capital punishment costs a great deal.

For example, the cost of convicting and executing Timothy
McVeigh for the Oklahoma City Bombing was over $13 million.

In New York and New Jersey, the high costs of capital
punishment were one factor in those states’ decisions to
abandon the death penalty. New York spent about $170 million
over 9 years and had no executions. New Jersey spent $253
million over a 25-year period and also had no executions.
Source: Death Penalty Information Center

In countries with a less costly and lengthy appeals procedure,
capital punishment seems like a much cheaper option than long-
term imprisonment.
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The measure of punishment in a given
case must depend upon the atrocity of
the crime, the conduct of the criminal
and the defenceless and unprotected
state of the victim.

Imposition of appropriate punishment is
the manner in which the courts respond
to the society's cry for justice against

the criminals.
Justice demands that courts should
impose punishment befitting the crime
50 that the courts reflect public
abhorrence of the crime.

Justices A.S. Anand and N.P. Singh,
Supreme Court of India, in the case
of Dhananjoy Chatterjee
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‘The death penalty remains fraught with
arbitrariness, discrimination, caprice,
and mistake ... Experience has taught us.
that the constitutional goal of eliminating
arbitrariness and discrimination from the
administration of death ... can never be

achieved without compromising an
equally essential component of
fundamental fairness - individualized
sentencing.

Justice Harry Blackmun, United
States Supreme Court, 1994
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123 Winner's Road
New Employee Towm. PA 12345

March 16, 2001

Ernie English
1234 Writing Lab Lame
Wit City, IN 12345

Dear Mr. English:

‘The first paragraph of a typical business leter is used tostate
the main point of th lefter. Begin with a fiendly opening: then
quickly ransiion into the purpose of your eter. Use a couple
of sentences to explain the purpose, but do not g0 n to dtail
untl the next paragraph.

Beginning with the second paragrap. state the supporting
detailsto ustfy your purpose. These may take the form of
background informafion, stafstics or firt-band accounts. A
few short paragraphs withinthe body of thelfter shouid be
‘enongh to support your ressoning.

Finally, inthe closing paragraph. briefly restate your purpose.
and why it i mportant If the purpose of your leter is
employment relted. consider ending your letter with your
‘contactinformation. Howvever, i the purpose is informational
think about losing with gratid for the reader’s ime.

Sincerely.

Lucy Leter
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Of course capital punishment doesn't rehabilitate the prisoner
and return them to society. But there are many examples of
persons condemned to death taking the opportunity of the time
before execution to repent, express remorse, and very often
experience profound spiritual rehabilitation.

Thomas Aquinas noted that by accepting the punishment of
death, the offender was able to expiate his evil deeds and so
escape punishment in the next life.

This is not an argument in favour of capital punishment, but it
demonstrates that the death penalty can lead to some forms of
rehabilitation.




image2.png
s show that the death penalty leads to a brutalisation of
society and an increase in murder rate. In the USA, more
murders take place in states where capital punishment is
allowed. In 2010, the murder rate in states where the death
penalty has been abolished was 4.01 per cent per 100,000
people. In states where the death penalty is used, the figure
was 5.00 per cent. These calculations are based on figures from
the FBI. The gap between death penalty states and non-death
penalty states rose considerably from 4 per cent difference in
1990 to 25 per cent in 2010. Source: FBI Uniform Crime
Report, from Death Penalty Information Center
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Therefore if any man is dangerous to the
community and is subverting it by some.
sin, the treatment to be commended is
his execution in order to preserve the
common good... Therefore to kill a man
who retains his natural worthiness is
intrinsically evil, although it may be

justifiable to kill a sinner just as it is to
kill a beast, for, as Aristotle points out,
an evil man is worse than a beast and
more harmful.

Thomas Aquinas, Summa theologiae





