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	Social Programs Unit Plan
	Subject Area
	Social Studies

	
	Grade Level
	9

	
	Topic
	Social Programs, Taxation, & Values

	
	Length of Unit (days)
	13
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Rationale

Students currently benefit from a number of social programs funded by taxpayer dollars, and be taxpayers themselves will one day. Things would be very different for them had we been living in the United States. Students need to understand how personal and societal values influence political decision-making regarding collection and allocation of funds for various services that benefit individuals and the collective. They should understand the differences in values and services in Canada as compared to the United States, and know what services are available to them in Alberta, as well as how these services are funded.
Overview
Students will use the research and inquiry process to develop an understanding and appreciation of how economic decision-making in Canada and the United States impacts quality of life, citizenship, and identity. Specifically, they will examine social programs, taxes, taxation models, and political party platforms. From these concrete examples, they will determine the societal values that Canada and the United States hold. Note: Because of the timing of this unit, I will not be teaching extensively on political parties; my Teacher Associate will take this up when I leave. Future revisions of this unit plan should include assessments of understanding of political party platforms and values.
	Desired Results

	Established Goals:
GO 9.2: Students will demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of how economic decision-making in Canada and the United States impacts quality of life, citizenship, and identity.
9.2.1 Students will appreciate the values underlying economic decision-making in Canada and the United States

9.2.5.7 Students will assess, critically, the relationship between consumerism and quality of life in Canada and the United States by exploring and reflecting upon the question: What societal values underlie social programs in Canada and the United States?

9.2.6 Students will assess, critically, the relationship between political decision-making and economic systems by exploring and reflecting upon the following questions:

     .1 How do the economic platforms of political parties differ from one another (i.e., Democrat vs. 

          Republican; Liberal vs. Conservative)?

     .2 How is a political party’s philosophy reflected in its platform (i.e., social programs, specific taxes, 

          taxation model)?

     .3 How does the underground economy impact the federal and provincial tax base and social programs 

          (i.e., tax evasion, black market)?

9.S.1 Students will develop skills of critical thinking and creative thinking:

     .1 Determine the validity of information based on context, bias, source, objectivity, evidence, or 

          reliability to broaden understanding of a topic or an issue.

9.S.5 Students will develop skills of cooperation, conflict resolution and consensus building

     .1 Demonstrate leadership in groups, where appropriate, to achieve consensus and resolve conflicts   

          peacefully and equitably.

	Understandings:

Students will understand that…
· Societal values underlie economic decision-making. 
· Canada and the US have different societal values and thus make different economic decisions.

· Earning and spending habits reveal a person’s and a society’s values.

· Decisions regarding taxation and social programs represent attempts to meet citizens’ needs.

· The underground economy impacts the tax base and social programs.

· There are a variety of interrelated factors that create and perpetuate socioeconomic inequities.

· Nothing is free.

· Information needs to be verified for accuracy, reliability, objectivity, and relevance.
	Essential Questions:

· How do we express our values through the way we earn and spend money, both individually and socially?
· How can we ethically earn and spend money?
· How should we address socioeconomic inequities?
· How can we promote both the individual and the common good?

· To what extent should Canadians support social programs and taxation?
· How do the social programs provided by Canada and the United States reflect their country’s values?

	SLO
	Students will know…
	Students will be able to …
	Bloom’s

	9.2.1
	Examples of economic decisions

What values are and examples of values
	Associate Canada and the United States with values
	Understand

	9.2.5.7
	What social programs are and examples of social programs in Canada and the US
	Associate programs with values
	Understand, Analyse

	9.2.6.1
	The economic platforms of political parties in Canada and the US
	Compare and contrast economic platforms
	Analyse, Understand

	9.2.6.2
	What the tax base is and the main taxes in Canada and the US

The different taxation models in Canada and the US
	Associate taxation decisions and philosophies with values
	Analyse, Synthesize, Understand

	9.2.6.3
	What the underground economy is

Examples of tax evasion

Examples of black market industries
	Establish cause-and-effect relationships between the underground economy and the tax base and social programs
	Analyse, Understand

	9.S.1.1
	How to identify context, bias, source, objectivity, evidence, and reliability
	Determine validity of information based on context, bias, source, objectivity, evidence, or reliability 
	Analyse, Apply, Understand

	9.S.5.1
	
	Achieve consensus and resolve conflicts peacefully and equitably
	Apply


	Assessment Evidence

	Performance Tasks, Projects

Economic Policy Project
Social Program Paper
	Quizzes, Tests, Assignments

T-chart and Venn Diagram worksheets (for comparing, contrasting, and associating)


	Observations, Work Samples, Dialogues
Social Programs

· What are the similarities and differences between income assistance in Canada vs. the US?

· What are the similarities and differences between private and public health care?

· Should individuals or society pay for medical services? How might a decision on this issue affect your quality of life?

· Why might people have different views about the best way to provide health care? How do these views reflect values?

· Why do social programs in Canada and the US differ?

· How might the values that shape social programs change over time?

Taxation

· What is the difference between an income tax and a sales tax?

· Why do people try to avoid paying taxes?

· What are examples of the underground economy?

· How can tax evasion affect programs and services for everyone?

· How do decisions about taxes affect people’s quality of life?

· How do taxation models reflect values?

· Why and how are policies about social programs and taxation linked?

· What do taxes pay for in Canada? Do you believe the distribution of tax dollars in Canada is appropriate? Does it reflect values you support?

Connection to Big Picture

· How do decisions on social programs connect to the principles of mixed and market economies?

· What values are reflected in the federal-provincial division of powers in Canada’s constitution?

· Where do economic policies connected to social programs fit in the platforms of different parties? What values do they reflect?

· What is the connection between values, policies, and the economic continuum (planned, mixed, market)?

Skill

· How can we determine validity of information?
· How can we build consensus?
	Student Peer- and Self-Assessment

Social Program Paper Peer Reviews
Social Program Paper Self-Assessment

Economic Policy Project Self-Assessment




	Assessment Tool Overview

	Assessment Tool 
	Brief Description
	Assessment FOR Learning
	Assessment AS Learning
	Assessment OF Learning

	Vocabulary worksheet
	For basic definitions and understanding check
	
	
	X

	Values Placemat
	
	X
	
	

	Tax Time
	For understanding how taxes are calculated in Alberta and Canada
	X
	
	

	Tax Analysis
	For reflecting on the connection between taxes and values
	
	
	

	Tax is (not) a 4-Letter Word
	
	X
	
	

	Social Program Paper
	
	X
	
	X

	Social Program Paper Self-Assessment
	
	
	X
	X

	Socioeconomic Inequality Solutions – Discussion
	
	X
	
	

	Economic Policy – Group Chart
	Table group completes ongoing chart related to inquiry questions
	X
	X
	X

	Economic Policy – Self-Assessment
	
	
	X
	X

	Economic Policy Learnings Sheet
	Each person completes learnings sheet to record key points and thoughts regarding other groups’ economic policies; should include specifics regarding taxes and social programs
	X
	
	X

	In-class Paper
	
	
	
	X


Resources & Materials
· Social Studies Program of Studies Grade 9
· Nelson. (2008). Issues for Canadians. Toronto, Ontario. Chapter 8.
· Nelson. (2008). Teacher Resource. Issues for Canadians. Toronto, Ontario. Chapter 8. 

· Mapleleafweb. http://www.mapleleafweb.com/front (Note: Current as of 2011 and no longer maintained)

· Canadian Health Care Overview: http://www.canadian-healthcare.org/page2.html; http://www.mapleleafweb.com/features/canada-s-health-care-system-overview-public-and-private-participation   

· ObamaCare/ Affordable Care Act: http://obamacarefacts.com/obamacare-facts.php 

· Canada Health Act: http://www.mapleleafweb.com/features/canada-health-act-provisions-amp-administration; http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/hcs-sss/pubs/system-regime/2011-hcs-sss/index-eng.php 
· Tax information for Youth: http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/tx/ndvdls/sgmnts/yth/menu-eng.html; http://www.youth.gc.ca/eng/topics/money/taxes.shtml  

· Service Canada: http://www.servicecanada.gc.ca/eng/home.shtml 
· Health Care information: http://www.health.alberta.ca/health-care-insurance-plan.html 

· Making Medicare: The History of Health Care in Canada: http://www.historymuseum.ca/cmc/exhibitions/hist/medicare/medic00e.shtml  

· Canada Pension Plan: http://www.mapleleafweb.com/features/canada-pension-plan-overview-history-and-debates 

· Employment Insurance: http://www.mapleleafweb.com/features/employment-insurance-canada-history-structure-and-issues 

· GST Overview: http://www.mapleleafweb.com/features/goods-and-services-tax-overview-history 

· Income Tax in Canada (could not find a better overview than @ Wikipedia): http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Income_taxes_in_Canada 

· Comparing Canadian and US Income Tax Rates: http://www.investopedia.com/financial-edge/0411/do-canadians-really-pay-more-taxes-than-americans.aspx 

· Political Parties in Canada: http://www.elections.ca/content.aspx?section=pol&dir=par&document=index&lang=e 
Learning Plan

· Reinforcing connection between values, economic continuum, and choices about generating, investing, and distributing capital

· Time for group to record learnings on chart
· If I believe/value … then I’ll choose to …

Calendar
	April, 2014

	M
	T
	W
	T
	F

	31 (1)
9E @ Zoo

What do we value?

Quality of life & socioeconomic inequality
Vocab Worksheet
	1 (2)
Intro to social programs & taxation
Policy Project Overview
Vocab Worksheet

	2 (1)
Why does the government collect taxes? How much should people pay?
Tax Time 
Tax Analysis
	3 (2)
Why don’t people want to pay and what happens if people don’t pay?

Tax is (not) a 4-Letter Word
The consequences of tax cuts
	4 (1)
Socioeconomic inequality (How and to what extent should we address it?)

Pro/con chart



	7 (2)
Who will help me?
9.2.5.7

What social programs are and examples of social programs in Canada and the US

Associate programs with values
Introduce social program research paper and have members decide on social program (Health Care, EI, Social Assistance, OAS, CPP): each member of group selects a different social program to research
	8 (1)
Social program research paper – getting started; persuasive paper
Have information packages available for each program, including articles, website links, news clippings, and stories


	9 (2)
Continue research, but focus on starting to organize your research into a paper, answering all questions on sheet and using self-assessment as guide

	10 (1)
Peer editing – find members of other groups who have chosen same social program and review each other’s papers for missing info, additional info, source choice, ideas/examples, organization/flow
	11 (2)
Social program paper final edits and self-assessment

	14 (1)
Social program paper submission with source assessment, peer review, and self-assessment

Share findings of social program research with group members; discuss how this will influence your policy decisions and update chart; this is what we believe and what we’ll do and why
	15 (2)
Finalize group policy and create good copy; prepare presentation; complete self-assessment 


	16 (1)
All groups post and share their policy, complete and hand in learnings sheet for other groups (those who missed today can read and respond to posters later), and complete and hand in self-assessment
	17 (2)
In-class essay: “Taxes are what we pay for civilized society”
	18 
Holiday
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