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Rationale

Throughout their lives, students will write expository and persuasive texts, and the techniques, formats, and skills gained through this unit will build a solid foundation for future writing. Students should also be equipped with the skills and experience necessary to write an essay on their PAT as an alternative to narrative.
Overview
Students will use the writing process to hone their writing skills and learn specific techniques and formats for essay-writing. By the end of the unit, all students should be able to write two paragraphs that demonstrate clear organization and flow, and that contain insightful, well-articulated ideas. 
	Desired Results

	Established Goals:
2.2.3.4 Identify features that define particular texts; discuss differences in style and their effects on content and audience impression

2.3.1.1 Explain the relationships between purposes and characteristics of various forms and genres of texts

2.4.1.1 Generalize from own experience to create texts on a theme

3.1.3.1 Select information sources that will provide effective support, convincing argument or unique perspectives

3.3.1.1 Organize ideas and information by developing and selecting appropriate categories and organizational structures

3.1.1.2 Balance all sections of texts and ensure sentences, paragraphs and key ideas are linked throughout

3.1.1.3 Develop coherence by relating all key ideas to the overall purpose of the text

4.1.1.1 Share sample treatments of a topic with peers, and ask for feedback on the relative effectiveness of each

4.1.1.2 Work collaboratively to make appropriate revisions based on feedback provided by peers

4.1.2.1 Revise to ensure effective introductions, consistent points of view, effective transitions between ideas, and appropriate conclusions

4.1.2.2 Revise to enhance effective transitions between ideas and maintain a consistent organizational pattern

	Understandings:

Students will understand that…
· Soliciting feedback from others is a great life practice.

· Good writers make keen observations and mull things over.

· The writing process is not linear.

· Good writers revise, revise, revise.

· Good writers read good writing and steal ideas and techniques from good writers.
· Writers make deliberate choices when planning and producing texts.
	Essential Questions:

· Why is writing about real life important?

· What makes great writing?

	SLO
	Students will know…
	Students will be able to …
	Bloom’s

	2.2.3.4
	The features that comprise essays

How these features differ from narrative texts 

How style (diction, syntax) affects content and audience impression
	
	Understand

	2.3.1.1
	Similarities and differences between expository and persuasive essays 
	The relationship between purpose and text characteristics
	Understand, Analyse

	2.4.1.1
	
	Generalize from own experience to create essays on a theme
	Create

	3.1.3.1
	A range of information sources from which to pull support, argument, and perspectives (IDEAS)
	Select information sources that will provide effective support, convincing argument or unique perspectives
	Understand, Apply

	3.3.1.1
	A range of organizational structures and when each is most useful

(ORGANIZATION)
	Organize ideas and information by developing and selecting appropriate organizational structures
	Understand, Apply

	3.1.1.2, 3.1.1.3
	Effective theses 
How to focus and develop the topic

(ORGANIZATION)
	Relate all key ideas to the overall purpose of the text

Balance all sections of texts 

Ensure sentences, paragraphs and key ideas are linked throughout
	Understand, Apply

	4.1.1.1
	Ways to gather feedback (markups, rubrics, checklists)
	Ask for feedback from peers effectiveness of text
	Understand, Apply

	4.1.1.2, 4.1.2.1,

4.1.2.2
	Effective introductions

Consistent points of view

Effective transitions between ideas

Appropriate conclusions

Consistent organizational pattern

(IDEAS, ORGANIZATION)
	Make appropriate revisions based on feedback
	Apply


	Assessment Evidence

	Performance Tasks, Projects

My Motto
Social Justice Essay
	Quizzes, Tests, Assignments

Enthusiasm/ Frustration Maps

Thesis Wars

	Observations, Work Samples, Dialogues
Listen to/ read “This I Believe” essays
	Student Peer- and Self-Assessment

Encompassed in performance tasks


	Assessment Tool Overview

	Assessment Tool 
	Brief Description
	Assessment FOR Learning
	Assessment AS Learning
	Assessment OF Learning

	Enthusiasm/ Frustration Maps
	Pre-writing for my motto
	X
	
	

	My Motto
	Essay on personal values following fairly rigid structure; follows whole writing process
	X
	X
	X

	Social Justice Essay
	Essay on social justice issue or model for social justice developing each aspect of writing more fully; follows whole writing process
	X
	X
	X

	Thesis Wars
	Focuses on quick focus and organization
	X
	
	

	Clinics
	Covers an aspect or writing that students most want help on
	X
	
	

	Flash Nonfiction
	Practice activities for each aspect of writing expected in 2 performance tasks
	X
	
	


Resources & Materials
· English Language Arts Program of Studies K-9
· Van Zile, S. 2006. Mastering the 5-Paragraph Essay. Scholastic. 

· Finkle, D.L. 2008. Writing Extraordinary Essays. Scholastic.

· Bright, R. 2002. Write from the Start. Portage & Main Press.

· Castle Rock Research. 2012 Alberta Edition. The Key Study Guide: English Language Arts 9. 
· Culham, R. 2010. Traits of Writing: The Complete Guide for Middle School. Scholastic.

· Sir Winston Churchill High School. 2006. Department of English – Student Guide.

Learning Plan

· Flash Nonfiction: 
· Explain assignment, give students 5-10 minutes to complete, then pair-share for 4 min with each other; give students something to focus on as they read each other’s pieces (e.g., pick out the best detail, most vivid verb, make a suggestion for area that needs more detail); if time permits, have volunteers share one good detail from their paper
· Assign as homework; start class with pair-share (6-10 minutes)

· Time for sharing and stealing ideas

· Analyze exemplars

· Peer editing via checklists
· Self-assessment via checklists
· Team-building (writer’s circle)

Calendar
	April, 2014

	M
	T
	W
	T
	F

	31 (1)
9E @ Zoo

Introduction to the writing process and setting up the workshop, writing teams; pre-writing “enthusiasm map” and “frustration map”; read-aloud
	1 (2)
Mini lesson on idea generation process through “This I Believe” exemplars and “word picture” writing (exploration, purpose, ideas, supporting details, audience); time for writing (9E may not have much time; homework)
	2 (1)
Mini lesson on organization (thesis, focus/openings, order, connections/transitions, closure) through “This I Believe” exemplars; draft completion (goal is intro and 1st paragraph)
	3 (2)
Mini lesson on sentence structure, vocabulary, and conventions through exemplar 

Peer editing (2 peer edits); revisions to draft based on peer feedback 
Homework: Final edits and self-assessment
	4 (1)
Read-aloud in table group and hand in My Motto 

Thesis Wars
Weekend Writing Challenge: Adopt a Columnist

	7 (2)
Essay writing on social justice topic; time for pre-writing and drafting (goal is intro and 1st paragraph, but some may write 2 paragraphs); read-aloud
	8 (1)
Clinics – based on feedback
	9 (2)
Clinics – based on feedback
	10 (1)
Clinics – based on feedback 

Peer editing (2 peer edits); revisions to draft based on peer feedback 

Homework: Final edits and self-assessment
	11 (2)
Hand in Social Justice Essay  
Thesis Wars + Outline Building, Timed Writing 

Weekend Writing Challenge: Adopt a Columnist

	14 (1)
Essay Tour

Students read essays to other groups in class and have images to accompany; have participation forms for students to record learnings (each person nominates 1 essay for award based on criteria)
	15 (2)
Essay Idol 
Put up essays on display; students read top 3 nominated essays and vote on top essay (must explain why); winner gets $ donated to cause of their choice
	16 (1)
Prompted/Timed Writing (Test Prep)


	17 (2)

	18 
Holiday


