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Rationale

Grade 8 students are digital natives. Their primary concerns are about identity and relationships, which are negotiated through the online world, and digital media and technology. It is important for them to understand the ways in which digital media complicate the construction of identity and community, and to recognize that the factors important in healthy identity and community can be extended from the physical world to the digital one. 

Overview
Students will explore online identity construction and relationships through social media and gaming.  They will personally reflect in writing, share orally, and complete a project to extend their learning. 
	Desired Results

	Established Goals:

1.1.3 Express ideas and develop understanding

1.1.4 Experiment with language and forms

1.2.3 Extend understanding

2.2.6 Construct meaning from texts

4.3.2 Demonstrate attentive listening and viewing

5.1.1 Appreciate diversity

5.2.4 Work in groups

	Understandings:

Students will understand that…
· Technology that mediates texts can enhance or constrain communication and experiences

· It is normal and helpful to revise one’s initial understanding/response
· People have differing views and we can respect them and their views while disagreeing

· Working effectively in a group requires organization and planning
	Essential Questions:

· How do we create identities and communities?

· How does technology shape our identity and our relationships?

· Why is community important?

· Why is identity important?

	SLO
	Students will know…
	Students will be able to …
	Bloom’s

	1.1.3
	- that diversity entails difference

- that ideas, opinions and experiences may come from listening, reading, and viewing
	· seek out and consider diverse ideas, opinions and experiences to develop and extend own ideas, opinions and experiences
	Analyse

	1.1.4
	- how ideas, information and experiences can be communicated through texts 

- strategies to identify communication enhancements and constraints
	· discuss and respond to ways that forms of oral, print and other media texts enhance or constrain the development and communication of ideas, information and experiences
	Analyse

	1.2.3
	- strategies for developing and recording initial understandings and responses

- strategies for recording and evaluating ideas, information and feedback

- it is normal and helpful to revise one’s initial understanding/response
	· reconsider and revise initial understandings and responses in light of new ideas, information and feedback from others
	Analyse, Evaluate, Create

	2.2.6
	· how to identify motive (words, actions, interactions, narrator’s perspective)

· strategies for comparing self and others to characters
	· interpret the choices and motives of characters portrayed in oral, print and other media texts

· examine how they relate to self and others
	Analyse, Apply, Evaluate

	4.3.2
	· guidelines for appropriate verbal feedback

· guidelines for appropriate nonverbal feedback

· identify inappropriate feedback
	· use appropriate verbal and nonverbal feedback to respond respectfully
	Apply

	5.1.1
	- how to identify values portrayed in texts

- what culture means and how it can be represented in texts

- how people can be represented in texts
	· compare own with other understanding of people, cultural, traditions and values portrayed in oral, print and other media texts
	Evaluate

	5.2.4
	- how to define roles and responsibilities

- how to negotiate to find the basis for agreement

- how to set objectives and time frame 

- how to review progress
	· organize and complete tasks cooperatively 
	Create


	Assessment Evidence

	Performance Tasks, Projects

Talk Show, Email to a Friend

	Quizzes, Tests, Assignments

Virtual World Blog Posts, Draft Talk Show Plan
Small group guided practice activities (each lesson)

	Observations, Work Samples, Dialogues
Observation during guided practice and independent study (each lesson)
Class discussions and small group discussions (each lesson)
	Student self-assessment

Part of Talk Show and Virtual World site (self-evaluation component)


	Assessment Tool Overview

	Assessment Tool 
	Brief Description
	Assessment FOR Learning
	Assessment AS Learning
	Assessment OF Learning

	Virtual World Site
	Students will work in groups to create a site where they can posts responses to what we do and discuss in class. They will also respond to each other’s responses. Their first task will be to develop a set of netiquette guidelines, which all users will be expected to abide by. I plan to use these posts (assess ability to organize information and communicate ideas) to show me what I need to focus on for their essay writing unit. CANCELLED
	X
	X
	X

	E-mail to a Friend
	Based on their viewing of the play, nOOB, and after a class debrief about the play, students will draft an email to a friend who has sacrificed relationships for the online world. They will share their ideas through various methods involving speaking, listening, and moving. They will submit a final written piece for evaluation the following day.
	X
	
	X

	Talk Show Draft Plan
	In preparation for their talk show, students will complete the first question of their self-evaluation (to assist with reflection) along with a plan stating their topic. Feedback will be given verbally and recorded on a tracking sheet.
	X
	
	

	Talk Show
	Students will gather information in order to engage in an open dialogue where they will develop a perspective on an issue. Effective communication skills will be demonstrated. This will promote understanding and appreciation of the diversity of opinions. They will also complete a self-assessment. I plan to use these presentations (assess ability to organize information and communicate ideas) to show me what I need to focus on for their essay writing unit.
	X
	X
	X

	Peer Feedback
	Students will complete 3 peer reviews of their classmates’ talk show performances. This will show students’ ability to give effective and appropriate written feedback. These will be handed into me after the performance, and incorporated into the feedback provided back to the group.
	X
	
	X

	Guided Practice Activities
	In-class group-based activities will involve brainstorming, recording, sharing, and responding to constructed knowledge. I will use these to gauge readiness for other assessments and make note of any misunderstandings for re-teaching.
	X
	
	


Resources & Materials
· English Language Arts (K–9), Illustrative Examples – Grade 8
· nOOB (live performance), Young People’s Theatre
· Katie Horner and Amber Ebert. nOOb Study Guide. http://www.youngpeoplestheatre.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/n00b-sg-web.pdf 
· http://kotaku.com/surprisingly-real-talk-from-a-top-man-at-ea-1538708191 

Learning Plan

Calendar
	March, 2014

	M
	T
	W
	T
	F

	3 (1)
Meet & Greet
Expectations

Unit Overview


	4 (2)
Netiquette


	5 (1)
Privately Public

	6 (2)
Selfies, Status Updates, and the Digital Self 
VW Talk Show Overview


	7 (1)
Video Game Avatars and Cosplay 


	10 (2)
Attend nOOb

	11 (1)
nOOb Debrief 

E-mail to a Friend 
	12 (2)
Project Work

	13 (1)
Project Work
Talk Show Plans Due & Scheduling

	14 (2)
E-mail to a Friend Due

Project Work



	17 (1)
Project Work


	18 (2)
VW Talk Shows 


	19 (1)
VW Talk Shows 


	20 (2)
VW Talk Shows 

Wrap-up

	21 
Non-Instructional Day

Marks entered


	Learning Outcomes 
	Assessments

	
	Title
	Guided Practice Activities
	E-mail to a Friend
	E-mail to a Friend
	Talk Show Draft Plan
	Talk Show
	Peer Feedback

	
	Type (Formative/Summative)
	Formative
	Formative
	Summative
	Formative
	Summative
	Summative

	
	Weighting
	0
	Pass/fail
	8
	Pass/fail
	12
	4

	1.1.3 Express ideas and develop understanding

seek out and consider diverse ideas, opinions and experiences to develop and extend own ideas, opinions and experiences
	X
	
	
	X
	X
	

	1.1.4 Experiment with language and forms

- discuss and respond to ways that forms of oral, print and other media texts enhance or constrain the development and communication of ideas, information and experiences
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	

	1.2.3 Extend understanding

- reconsider and revise initial understandings and responses in light of new ideas, information and feedback from others
	X
	
	
	
	X
	

	2.2.6 Construct meaning from texts

- interpret the choices and motives of characters portrayed in oral, print and other media texts, and examine how they relate to self and others
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	

	4.3.2 Demonstrate attentive listening and viewing

- use appropriate verbal and nonverbal feedback to respond respectfully
	X
	X
	
	
	
	X

	5.1.1 Appreciate diversity

- compare own with other understanding of people, cultural traditions and values portrayed in oral, print and other media texts
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	5.2.4 Work in groups

- organize and complete tasks cooperatively by defining roles and responsibilities, negotiating to find the basis for agreement, setting objectives and time frame and reviewing progress
	X
	
	
	
	X
	


