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	Make a Statement Unit Plan
	Subject Area
	Language Arts

	
	Grade Level
	8

	
	Topic
	Paragraph Writing

	
	Length of Unit (days)
	13
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Rationale

Throughout their lives, students will write expository and persuasive texts, and the techniques, structures, and skills gained through this unit will build a solid foundation for future writing.
Overview
Students will use the writing process to hone their writing skills and learn specific techniques and structures for writing effective paragraphs. By the end of the unit, all students should be able to write a paragraph that demonstrates clear organization and flow, and that contains insightful, well-articulated ideas. Students will work together to create a class magazine with each student contributing three pieces: an ad deconstruction essay, an ad reconstruction, and a piece of their choice.
	Desired Results


them

	2.3.3.1 Identify creative uses of language and visuals in popular culture, such as commercials,

rock videos and magazines; explain how imagery and figurative language, such as hyperbole, create tone and mood

2.4.1.1 Create texts related to issues encountered in texts and in own life
3.1.1.2 Identify and trace the development of arguments, opinions or points of view in texts
3.3.1.1 Organize ideas and information creatively, as well as logically, to develop a comparison or

chronology, or to show a cause–effect relationship 

3.1.1.2 Organize ideas and information to establish an overall impression or point of view in texts
4.1.1.1 Share draft texts in a way that will elicit useful feedback
4.1.1.2 Evaluate how particular content features contribute to, or detract from, the overall

effectiveness of own and others’ texts; make and suggest revisions

4.1.2.1 Revise by adding words and phrases that emphasize important ideas or create dominant impressions
4.1.2.2 Revise to enhance sentence variety, word choice and appropriate tone
4.1.2.4 Use paragraph structures to demonstrate unity and coherence

	Understandings:

Students will understand that…
· Soliciting feedback from others is a great life practice.
· There are creative uses of language and visuals all around us.
· Media communicate subtle messages and values.

· Media may communicate contradictory messages or reinforce stereotypes.

· Creators make deliberate choices when planning and producing texts, whether written or media.
	Essential Questions:

· What makes advertisements good or bad?
· What makes great writing?

	SLO
	Students will know…
	Students will be able to …
	Bloom’s

	2.3.2.4
	How media texts are planned and produced 


	Summarize the content of media texts and identify choices made
	Understand

	2.3.3.1
	Examples of creative uses of language and visuals 

How imagery and figurative language create tone and mood
	Explain how imagery and figurative language create tone and mood


	Understand

	2.4.1.1
	
	Create texts related to issues encountered in texts and in own life
	Create

	3.1.1.2
	How to identify arguments, opinions or points of view in texts 
	Trace the development of arguments, opinions or points of view in texts
	Analyse

	3.3.1.1

	Strategies for organizing and when to use each (e.g., comparison, chronology, cause–effect)
	Organize ideas and information creatively and logically 


	Understand, Create

	3.1.1.2, 
4.1.2.4
	How to create an overall impression or point of view in texts
How to structure paragraphs
	Organize ideas and information to establish an overall impression or point of view in texts
Use paragraph structures to demonstrate unity and coherence
	Understand, Create

	4.1.1.1, 4.1.1.2
	How to proofread texts

How to offer feedback
	Share draft texts 

Evaluate particular content features of texts

Make and suggest revisions
	Apply, Evaluate

	4.1.2.1
	Words and phrases that emphasize important ideas or create dominant impressions
	Use words and phrases for emphasis
	Understand, Apply

	4.1.2.2
	How to create tone through sentence variety and word choice
	Enhance sentence variety, word choice and appropriate tone
	Understand, Apply


	Assessment Evidence

	Performance Tasks, Projects

Bad Ad – Better Ad
Nonfiction Article
	Quizzes, Tests, Assignments

Ad Deconstruction

	Observations, Work Samples, Dialogues

	Student Peer- and Self-Assessment

Peer Reviews and Self Assessments for all performance tasks


	Assessment Tool Overview

	Assessment Tool 
	Brief Description
	Assessment FOR Learning
	Assessment AS Learning
	Assessment OF Learning

	Ad Deconstruction 
	Identify an example of imagery or figurative language in a magazine and what tone/mood it creates and how; identify at least 2 advertising techniques used (1 word, 1 visual) and explain the message the ad conveys
	X
	
	

	Ad Re-creation
	In-class preparation for “better ad”
	X
	
	

	Bad Ad 
	Find a bad ad in a magazine, internet, or other print source.  Write an essay about why it's bad. Includes peer review and self-assessment.
	X
	X
	X

	Better Ad
	Recreate that same ad to have a positive, opposite, alternative, or humourous message. Includes peer review and self-assessment. 
	X
	X
	X

	Magazine Article
	Write nonfiction article for magazine on topic of choice and in form of choice. Includes peer review and self-assessment.
	X
	X
	X

	Clinics
	Covers an aspect or writing that students most want help on
	X
	
	

	Flash Nonfiction
	Practice activities for each aspect of writing expected in 2 performance tasks
	X
	
	


Resources & Materials
· English Language Arts Program of Studies K-9
· Van Zile, S. 2006. Mastering the 5-Paragraph Essay. Scholastic. 

· Finkle, D.L. 2008. Writing Extraordinary Essays. Scholastic.

· Bright, R. 2002. Write from the Start. Portage & Main Press.

· Culham, R. 2010. Traits of Writing: The Complete Guide for Middle School. Scholastic.

· Sir Winston Churchill High School. 2006. Department of English – Student Guide.

Learning Plan

· Flash Nonfiction: 

· Explain assignment, give students 5-10 minutes to complete, then pair-share for 4 min with each other; give students something to focus on as they read each other’s pieces (e.g., pick out the best detail, most vivid verb, make a suggestion for area that needs more detail); if time permits, have volunteers share one good detail from their paper

· Assign as homework; start class with pair-share (6-10 minutes)

· Time for sharing and stealing ideas

· Analyze exemplars

· Peer editing via checklists

· Self-assessment via checklists

· Team-building (writer’s circle)

Calendar
	April, 2014

	M
	T
	W
	T
	F

	31 (1)

Introduction to the writing process and setting up the workshop, writing teams, class magazine

Magazine Article: pre-writing “enthusiasm map” and “frustration map”; read-aloud 
	1 (2)

Mini lesson on idea generation process through exemplars and “word picture” writing (exploration, purpose, ideas, supporting details, audience); time for writing

	2 (1)

Mini lesson on organization (focus/openings, order, connections/transitions, closure) through exemplars; draft completion 
	3 (2)

Mini lesson on style (diction, syntax)
Clunker clinic

Peer editing; revisions to draft based on peer feedback
	4 (1)

Final edits and self-assessment; read-aloud in table group and hand in Magazine Article 
Chance to read magazines

Weekend Writing Challenge: Adopt a Columnist

	7 (2)
Introduction to Media/Visual Literacy

2-Part Assignment: Bad Ad & Counter Ad Assignment 

Homework: Find a bad ad 
	8 (1)
Ad Deconstruction Workshop
	9 (2)
Refresher on organization and style

	10 (1)
Clinic as needed
Peer editing; revisions to draft based on peer feedback
	11 (2)
Counter Ad Workshop
Weekend Writing Challenge: Adopt a Columnist

	14 (1)
Bad Ad & Counter Ad Assignment Due
Students share ad deconstructions and reconstructions with class; have participation forms for students to record learnings (each person nominates 1 article for award based on criteria)
	15 (2)
Magazine reading and sharing
	16 (1)
Flash Non-Fiction Activities for building/reviewing all aspects of writing
	17 (2)

	18 
Holiday


