Twelfth Night: Exploration Scenes

Procedure:

· How do I start?  Assemble into small groups.  Read and select ONE of the samples listed on the back, then answer the following questions:

1. Who are the various characters mentioned, referred to, or implied?

2. What do you know about these characters?

3. Among the characters, who has choices to make, and what are those choices?  Explore as many possible choices and options for the characters as can be thought.  Then consider, “Why might, or might not, the character make that choice?” Also consider what would motivate a particular character to make (or not) a particular choice.

4. Who in your group will play which part? 

· What format should we use in our scene?  You do not have to perform the scene exactly as described.  Options include:

· Creating a series of tableaus (frozen pictures) sharing the significant parts of the scene.

· Have one person relate the events in monologue form while others act it out.  (Storytelling)
· Do a series of news broadcasts about the events and the follow-up.

· Create a radio or television talk show about the situation.  Have a character phone in for advice.  Have listeners give it.  Interview the various characters involved.  Do an investigative report on the issues raised by the events of the situation. 

· The group could look at future events resulting from this situation, OR proceed from the end of the situation and work forward, OR work up some antecedent events (things that happened before) that fit within the situations framework.
· This point is very important: every scene needs to demonstrate awareness of the possibilities that exist for the character(s) and choice(s).
· What should we include in our script?  
· While constructing your script and scene, focus on having a sense of beginning-middle-end, which is characteristic of effective scenes.   

· The words in the script are a guideline, not an absolute.

· You may add details, but not any contradictory information – meaning, nothing silly or crazy.

· Is it acceptable to use our script while we are performing?

· Yes – just be sure to have a smooth, confident scene to share.

Construct a Scene Around ONE of the Following: Note - most genders are fully modifiable

Situation #1:

Tony, Andy and Mal decide to go off together on a holiday to a popular holiday resort.  Tony and Andy are intent upon having a rip roaring time, but Mal turns out to be something of a killjoy, and disapproves of almost everything they want to do, and conveys the impression that he considers himself vastly superior to them.  Sick of the condescension, Tony and Andy decide to take Mal down a notch or two, but cannot decide how to achieve their aim. . . . 

Situation #2:
David Orsino and his friend Paul Cesario are at a party, where David finds himself greatly attracted to a beautiful looking girl named Olivia.  Wanting to ask her out, but not having the confidence to do so himself, David sends Paul, his self-assured friend, to approach Olivia on his behalf.  The problem is, when Paul goes to talk to Olivia, she shows herself to be much more interested in Paul than David. . . . 

Situation #3:
Some of Viola’s friends dare her to go to a BIG party disguised as a boy.  Always up to a challenge, she agrees.  Once at the party disguised as “Vince”, everything started well – s/he was having a great time, mingling with people, enjoying the atmosphere.  Soon though, much to her alarm and embarrassment, one of the girls at the party shows herself to be greatly attracted to the boy “Vince”. . . . 

Situation #4:
Jerrod Sebastian, identical twin and brother of Viola, also has heard about the BIG party that her sister is attending (see Situation #3).  And Jerrod initially has a good time as well – seeing some friends he hasn’t seen for months and reveling in the music.  However, Jerrod’s night takes an interesting turn when THE most attractive woman at the whole party (who is completely sober) comes up to him, calls him “Paul” and starts treating him like she knows him; and even further to that starts coming onto him.  The only catch is, Jerrod has absolutely no idea who this beautiful woman is and has never seen her before in his life.. . . . 

Situation #5:

Trevor and Franco, those mischief-makers, have found an opportunity to work their magic.  They have just found out that Alex (boy) is in love with Rosaline.  Trevor and Franco also have found out that Alex thinks that Taylor (also a boy) is in love with Rosaline.  Alex’s perception is based on Taylor and Rosaline being seen together, and it seemed like Rosaline was VERY interested in Taylor.  Sensing an opportunity, Trevor and Franco decide to set up Alex and Taylor so that they will fight each other for the right to be Rosaline's "only man". . 

Last Reminders: Each scene should reveal the choices/opportunities that are presented to the character(s) and have fun and working on this!

